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The story and commentary

The story starts in the United Kingdom after a long, hot
summer. It follows dry conditions and then a worsening
drought over a mainly dry winter, into a further warm,
dry summer.

What the young people say:

“There are lots of ideas in the story on how to save water.”

“I’d never really thought that the UK could have a drought...
I've learned a lot.”

“The activities were fun and interesting.”

What the teachers say:

“This book and associated activities has really made me think
about how | use water and | know it’s a resource I'll be using
again and again.”

“A great story that supports geography and science topics.”



It's so dry. There aren't | know. It's been hard to find food
many worms around. for a while. It's a drought but you don't
hear that word used very often.
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I”Jmn summer ST I'm so hot...
S o T =3 R I'm so bored...
: Wl" IaS;t a||’yeal'!! g 2 | I'msohotand bored...
' ' There’s nothing to

d GetyourCUt price N .' do round here.

THERE’S LOLLY
IN LOLLIES

. TODAY'S SPECIAL [
say ice cream | B Sustainable fishcakes
sellers. i and organic chips
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Dﬂﬁs to Chriskmas: 107

Dear Dmra

It's a vew school year and, ko celebmke
this, Miss Tereifjh has set a homework
pmjech

"Finid somelzhivﬂﬁ iml:eresl:imﬁ abouk your

ocal area 6T."

ike whak®?! Nol:hm‘cj mEeresEmg ever

happens here and it's koo hot ko khink.
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It's another
lovely sunny day
for all you listeners
out there...




October
bays to Chriskmas: 69

Potatoes dus up: 1 BIG bdj full,
Ideas for project: 0.

Dear Diarﬂ,

I love ﬁoima to my Grandad's allokment. Today we duﬁ up khe firsk
potakoes. Some of them looked like snowmen covered in soil. Grandad
reckons they g0 that way it they haven't had e\nOujh water because
it hasn't rained much this year (but it seems ko rain all the time?).
He told me about a super hot summer, aﬁes aﬁo, in 1976. Greagt
Grandma had ko use as litkle water as possible in the house and

I:hqj were kold ko, "lek the Uellow mellow and flush the brown down."

...uﬁh‘. DIS - GUS - TING!U There's vo way I would do
thak, even if ik didn't rain for aﬁes —~ yiok that Ehat @
J

would ever happen wowadaﬂs, it's alwa:js rczivwi‘nj W /
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Ben had 13
baths this week

(180 litres per bath
8 = 2,340 likrestt! -

47 cups of tea
(500ml per cup
v = 235 likresid

Ay

69 litres each
& every wash
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ko 26 likres
a day

Do you love water?
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38 loo Fflushes

(15 litres each
Flush .

= 570 likres!!h

The river's so low.
| could scoop fish out,
with my bare paws,
if | could be bothered.




November
Dd35 ko Chriskmas:4Ss (45x24 = 1080 hours, 1080x60 = 64,800 wminutes,

64,800x60 = 3,888,000 secownds).
Ideas for projeci:: 1 (perhaps)

Dear Diarﬂ,
[ really vieed to start this project. I Ehink I miﬁhk find somelzhivaﬁ ouk
about water. We use it as if it's never 30ih3 ko run out but the world
only has a certain amount of water and we need ko make sure it's
used for the imporkant skuff. Lcoki\nﬁ around, we seem ko use it for
loads of l:hivﬁs...

¥ Baths (Ben has 2 REAILY |cm3 baths EVERY day)

v Washiw§ up (the dishwasher's broken dﬁdih)

Washimﬁ machine (it seems ko always be on - I think it's Ben's pants)

v Kektle filled ko make cups of kea (consktant supply required for Mum)
¥ Cookiwg pasta (my favourite food)

¥ COOki'ﬂﬁ rice (second favourite food)

L4 Cook'mﬁ snowman pokatoes (kasty but weird to look ab).



I’m dreaming
of a
wet Christmas

IE kqkes 4,325 litres
of water Lo produce

1I<S of l:url:e!j

l

It takes 285 litres

of water to produce

i



December

Number of days i rained at all: 6 (o snow ak alb () ©
Number of days we had indoor play due ko rain: 1 (I hate indoor play)
Dear Diarﬂ,

It's CHRISTMASHHHIHHI @I have beewn 3ivew waker Soﬁfjles.
All I can see is the water Ehat is in everﬂl:hisnﬁ. Aquin1 We don't
just use the water from the taps but water is needed for dll the
stuff we make and buy. Did you know Ehat only 2.5} of water own
the Earth is drinkable? Usimﬁ all of this waker for skutf that's vot
essenkial has jol: some problems: it's cosl:iwfj money and we're not
even usiwa some of the l:hisz we buy that use lots of water

(Dad didn't like his turkey and the nut roast was burned so he
threw it away). Also, pumping water ko homes and factories uses

fossil fuels and khat produces carbon dioxide.

(Da:js to my birl:hda:ji 188)



| know!
The worms should be
a bit juicier now.

\WETTEST DROU
ON RECORD!f

| t's our best
/! month -ezé
say wellie boot

‘ a ellers.
|

Z0 8 R 0%}

Water, water everywhere
But not a drop to drink

TODAY’SZéCIRL
aloriesfish & chips

Low
/{or a NEW YOU!

Yep, it’s still pretty
dry down here...




Javuar v
o
Days ko Birthday: 142
Dear Diarﬂ,
Here's what I've found this week...
Rainy days: 3 (still o sviow kh@uﬁh ® )
Indeoor plaﬂ due to rain: 2 \®®)
Cups of tea made: 47 (500ml per cup = 23.5 likres!D
Loo flushes: 38 (15 litres every flush = 570 likrestith
Number of bakths Ben has had khis week: 13 (180 litres per
bath = 2340 likres!tih
Gel:lziwﬁ people ko drink less water isn't healthy but
Eakimj short showers, instead of baths, could really make
a ditterence ko how much water we use.
I'm still nok sure if Greakt Grandma's idea about !el:l:'mﬁ the

yellow mellow in the loo is SOi‘ﬂj ko work — won't ik sme“?'@/
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: ~and it took 1,001 litres of
Drought In the news water to make my phone, and

Main reservoiris 3,241 Iitres’to prodgce the
now two thirds empty T shirt I'm wearing.

* , | “Let’s all start praying | R/ | ol
. for rain” says Ma 4 / ¢ : ,[ ) Temperatures and rainfall
» - : in UK will get wmore extreme
. . How can a drought . / s - e m
Z Ao be so WET? a3 § % G E

My parents don’t drink water
all day in Ramadan, but I'm not
allowed to fast because I'm too young
and | need to drink water to
stay healthy.

How can there \
be a drought?
It's always
raining!

| think having
a drought is better
than it flooding.




Februaru
Y

Number of days unkil my birl:hda:j: 130
Dear Diartj
['ve dove it - the project is completed.

Everﬂome wdas inkeresked in my wonderful

water facks and [ shared lots of ideas for
saviwa waker and lookimﬁ after people and animals

in the dry weather. Miss Tereiﬁm has already bouﬁhlz a
washimﬁ up bowl for the staff room as that's one way ko

cut down on the water you use when you wash up.

Number of snowy days: 3 (whoop whoop!)
Number of rainy days: 7
Number of days we had indoor play because

of raiv: ZERO (I'm wviok sure khis is a 3cmc:l Ehimg awtjmczrei






March

DQSSLW%NumU Birthday: 108

Dear[ﬁarﬂ,

Ne owne has real|3 cha'nﬁed what they do: Ben still kakes
loads of baths, Dad still puts a pair of jeans in the
washimﬁ machine ow their own and thinks it's 0K, Mum
still buys loads of avocados, and vio one else buk me
bokthers ko check that the birds in the jardew have waker.
It's dark and it's cold and [ can't seem to ﬁel: people
ko chamje.

Number Q?<$ﬂﬂscﬁfrahm probably ok ew&ug% ko actually
make a ditterence.

Water used: What's the point in counting? Can't do

9,

dx-—-*;tj%:%mi:} to reduce ik, anyway.
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The watker is warm awnd
cloud3 and the level is
low. This means the

pollution is worse, with e

less afo)eh for the Fisln.f\

) |

Dead fish ~

S

Riffle

Pool
Dr:j river

pebbles
make riffles (a bit like

® Skones an

walls) and, when the water &8
@® level is low, miﬁral:inj

@fish jel: skuck in the pools
@ avd some of them die!
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Daﬂs uwikil my Bir':hdaﬂl 11
Dear Diar:j,

We've been on a school trip this week and it was awesome. We
wenkt ko the river and saw a kimjﬁsher. Ashawni reckons she saw
an okter. It's been raivziwﬁ loads but the rivers are still really low.
There were even cracks in the 3roumd because it's been so dry.
Miss Tereijw said they are called desiccation cracks. Callum
dropped his sun cream down one. He could fit his whole arm in khe
crack but still couldn't reach low e\nouﬁh to jel: it ouk. He had ko
spend the rest of the day under the trees for shade.

Miss Tereiﬁm said ik miﬁhlz be a 3oc>ci 1y
-ENgth; :;ffr Ploce e
idea for the Eco Club ko do some work ettt g, £
STty | |
. are pafe ;sage bf_ecsp_ hf,—z v e
on saving water at school. Sounds STSIHETIRE f, - .

3ood to me. findlly, we miﬁhlz be able to \

do somel:hi'nﬁ about the way people use water.

v
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HOW CAN YOU SAVE WATER; p= =

Water sl:or‘ms | BE—N KEEP OUT Brick in
ravules ! |
| of the bath!

ciskern /

Taps fitked with Kettle Filled
aerators ./ with just the
save 507 water right amounk

Washing up
bowl in
sink




Mi}ﬁ
Days until my birl:lnclatj: G
Dear Diary,
I'm Feelivs:j far more positive. I'm 303%3 ko make some chawjes
at home and Sel: everyone involved.
In this house Ehou shalt...
x NOT have baths = and have a shower for no more than
3 wminutes (timer put in shower)

* Only put washimﬁ machine on whewn FUIl

*x AIWAYS kurn off tap when c!eamiw(ﬂ Leekh.

*x Use the washmﬁ up water ko water the planks /

*x Puk out saucers of water for the birds, ko make

sure kh83 have ple'ﬂkﬂ to drink.
I AM WATER WOMAN! I will help make these cha\njes.@

[ can't wait ko see what we can de at scheol teo.



{

, z
" | water either early vy | ——————
in the morning or in the Na i |

Mulch! Mulch!

Mulch! : evenings and just give my plants
It's the best way This pond will be one good soaking every
to keep the a good place for frogs few days, rather than
ground damp, and n_ewts to live, as well doing it every day.
I’'m glad they've ~ A \ as giving other animals

put some water
out for me
to drink.

somewhere to drink.

damoges F)an{'s |

— he ﬁos&s !wc_/

I

Tﬁ"‘ll!
= e | | i

. .

forecast for this week
- should we be worried?
Ring in to let us know
your thoughts...




June
Da:js unkil my birl:hda:j: 14 (2 weeks)

Pear Diarﬂ,

Water Woman's work is SQMS welll We had another school
trip and visitked Grandad's dallokment. We 3@& loads of ideas
of how ko reduce the amount of water we use at school. He
showed us plants that down't need much water (he called them
dreuﬁhl: resiskant). So we can eat tasky food Ehat doesn't

have ko relﬂ ovn as much water, as it ﬁrows‘

The Eco Cub are puEl:i'nﬁ Eoﬁekher an ackion plan for every

class

[t ?m:irdlsj raived at all this month. if?.‘,e::ff!:j light mizzle for about

J
10 minukes o 4 daﬂs. @



| will eat less ™
meat and more

oddly shaped

vegetables!

ould you reduce
your water use to

We could use
grey water for the
plants at school.

We all need to
drink water - even when
there is a drought.

Not everywhere in the
world has reliable access to
clean water - we
could all appreciate
it much more.

We can put dishes
of water out for Rabbit
and all the other
animals.

Poor Rabbit
is thirsty.

Is this what a real
superhero feels like?
We have so many ideas -
and we’ve only just
started!




Julu
s

?;amx:) dax:)si £ drizz!tj, i amdzmﬁ thunder storm.

Dear Diartj,

IT'S MY BIRTHDAY!

[ invited everyone from the street
over for a party in the park. We jol:
Ed!ki!ﬁﬁ about the weather - grown ups love

deimg that! It seems like I'm nok the only one who's
worried about wakter and vow we've 301: loads of ideas
of what we cawn dll do, in Riverdale Road. Just think how
much water could be saved it all 20 houses switched from
Inavi\nﬁ baths to showers, turned oft the tap while they
brushed their keekth or used a washimﬁ up bowl, instead

of the sink. Da:js to Chriskmas: 171



fian Summey
last all yeary

Your cut price
nblock HERE)

Grow planks ..\

PJ_YMUUTH (CE)
M

T

£l
i 8
£

<

o ja

. [ RO n

RAINFAL Cng

AN
| 1 ! I

L] T 11 i 39




ULAUS

Datjsijl:e Chriskmas: 135

Days of rain: 3 showers. There has been dew own the
3ardew every mormimj.

Dear Diqrg,

‘@D
- ST

[ love summer holidays. Hopefully it will rain. At the
mowment, it's sunshine all the time so I need ko check on
the water baths I've put out for the birds. Today, Grandad
is 303%3 to show me how he plants veﬁeEdbles n a way

that kakes even less wakerimj and vo dijﬁimﬁ'.

[ wonder how everyone else's plans for savimﬁ waker are
303%3? Hopetully Ehe word is spreadi‘ﬂj As Grandad always

tells me, everyone can make a difference.
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An ordinary schoolgirl transforms into a water superhero when a DRY summer
becomes a DRY winter. Join her as she shares her new found love for water
with her family, school and community, as the drought progresses.

This book has been created to help young people, parents, carers and teachers
to discuss drought and its impacts on people and the environment in the UK.

By stimulating conversations around personal water use, health and wellbeing,
and sustainable water practices at home, in schools and the wider community,
this story can be used to increase awareness of, and adaptation to, future drought.
This book is accompanied by a set of teachers’ notes with further information
and ideas for classroom activities.
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Maximising the impact of UK research on drought & water







